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114TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 440 

Calling for urgent international action on behalf of Iraqi and Syrian civilians 

facing a dire humanitarian crisis and severe persecution because of 

their faith or ethnicity in the Nineveh Plain region of Iraq and Khabor, 

Kobane, and Aleppo regions of Syria. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 

Mr. TROTT (for himself, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. DOLD, Mr. 

BENISHEK, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. VARGAS, and Mr. DENHAM) sub-

mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 
Calling for urgent international action on behalf of Iraqi 

and Syrian civilians facing a dire humanitarian crisis 

and severe persecution because of their faith or ethnicity 

in the Nineveh Plain region of Iraq and Khabor, Kobane, 

and Aleppo regions of Syria. 

Whereas the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-

gees stated in its Global Trends report that in 2014, the 

total population of concern in Iraq and Syria numbered 

nearly 12,000,000 people, including refugees and inter-

nally displaced persons, many of whom face grave depri-

vation and imminent threats to life, health, and safety; 
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Whereas recent extremist attacks on civilians in Hassake, 

Syria, and the Nineveh Plains have exacerbated the seri-

ous dislocations and pressures facing individuals within 

this population of concern, and have had a particularly 

severe effect on ethnic and religious minority commu-

nities such as Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac Christians, Ar-

menians, Yezidis, Shabak and other minorities in the re-

gion, where civilians require immediate and urgent access 

to potable water, health care, fuel, electricity, and basic 

security; 

Whereas the United Nations Security Council stated on July 

22, 2014, ‘‘The members of the Security Council further 

recall that widespread or systematic attacks directed 

against any civilian populations because of their ethnic 

background, religious beliefs or faith may constitute a 

crime against humanity, for which those responsible must 

be held accountable’’, and denounced the persecution of 

Iraqi Christians and other minorities, including Yezidis 

and Mandeans; 

Whereas many of the Christian communities of the Khabor 

region of Syria fled Simele, Iraq, in 1933 as a result of 

a massacre of over 3,000 Assyrians, and were resettled 

along the Khabor River in Syria, and have once again 

been forced to flee due to violent persecution; 

Whereas, on July 14, 2014, the United Nations Security 

Council adopted Resolution 2165, which provides guid-

ance for urgent action in Iraq, as it addresses similarly 

grave humanitarian needs in neighboring Syria; 

Whereas the Syriac Military Council along with the Kurds 

have provided security for the Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac 

Christians in the greater Hassake region of Syria and re-
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quire immediate assistance to continue combating the Is-

lamic State of Iraq and the Levant; 

Whereas villages in the Khabor region have been planted with 

IEDs to discourage repatriation by ethnic minorities who 

previously resided therein; 

Whereas grotesque acts of violence have been committed 

against the ancient Yezidi population, including killings, 

torture, and selling women and girls into sexual slavery; 

and 

Whereas the grave humanitarian crisis facing ethno-religious 

minorities in Iraq and Syria will have serious con-

sequences for the broader stability of those countries and 

other nations in the region: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) deplores and condemns the religious bigotry, 2

intimidation, and violent attacks directed against in-3

nocent civilians, as well as the vandalism and de-4

struction of property and ancient sites, by armed ex-5

tremists in Iraq and Syria; 6

(2) calls on the relevant parties to protect all 7

citizens in the region, and recognizes the responsi-8

bility of the relevant governments to uphold the con-9

stitutional rights of their own citizens; 10

(3) calls on the President, Secretary of State, 11

and United States Permanent Representative to the 12

United Nations, working through the United Na-13

tions Security Council and its member states as ap-14

propriate to accelerate the implementation of an im-15
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mediate, coordinated, and sustained response to pro-1

vide humanitarian assistance, protect civilians, build 2

resilience, and help reestablish livelihoods for dis-3

placed and persecuted persons in their communities 4

of origin; 5

(4) calls on the United States Permanent Rep-6

resentative to the United Nations to work with the 7

relevant United Nations agencies, including the 8

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, on 9

a sustained basis to document human rights abuses 10

against Iraqi and Syrian refugees and develop an 11

immediate plan to facilitate safe humanitarian ac-12

cess to potable water, health care, fuel, electricity, 13

and basic security for the most vulnerable refugee 14

populations; 15

(5) calls on the relevant United Nations agen-16

cies to collaborate and coordinate with international 17

humanitarian organizations working in Iraq and 18

Syria— 19

(A) to develop an effective resettlement 20

strategy for displaced and persecuted popu-21

lations in beleaguered areas, including the an-22

cestral villages in the Nineveh Plain, that incor-23

porates micro-enterprise activities and business 24

startup loans for the displaced, builds resilience, 25
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and facilitates a transition from emergency re-1

lief to longer-term economic development in 2

communities of origin; and 3

(B) to develop transparent, accountable 4

mechanisms to ensure that assistance reaches 5

vulnerable ethnic and religious minorities and is 6

not diverted; and 7

(6) calls on the Secretary of State and the Sec-8

retary of Defense— 9

(A) to support the training and equipping 10

of vetted local Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac Chris-11

tians security forces in Iraq and Syria; and 12

(B) to work to ensure that minority com-13

munities in Iraq and Syria are fully integrated 14

into any future security forces in Iraq and 15

Syria. 16

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:07 Sep 24, 2015 Jkt 049200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR440.IH HR440eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

D
S

K
6S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-09-25T01:06:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




